HIV Mental Health Task Force 
http://www.lahivmhtf.blogspot.com
October 12, 2011  9:30am – 11:30am
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· Call to order & introductions
· Recognition of Susan for September minutes

· Agency news & employment

· Charles Drew University – SPECTRUM seeking MSW
· Women Alive has new clinical supervisor – Barbara Crofford!
· Women Alive has a heterosexual support group which meets 1x/mo.  Taxi ride home provided if you can get there.

· Women Alive MH services available 

· HOPWA is not issuing rental/moving assistance in the foreseeable future. RFPs are pending approval so no new apps are being accepted. Not a money issue, an administrative issue. The whole process is going to change. Now much more detailed, SUD/MH involvement written into contracts.
· Newly diagnosed or people out of care who are homeless (about 50 per year) will be provided Section 8 vouchers in a 4-year pilot program by HOPWA, LAHSA, Commission, LAHD, LA County Housing Authority etc. – part of a big planning process – how to bring housing/care into alignment and to see where the weak links are in keeping clients in care.
· DMH and ISAP has their annual COD conference coming up.

· Barbara has an HIV client in Woodland Hills who needs Case Management. What agency is closest? AHF is there. TTC also – Maria Sandoval is the person to whom she should call.
· Immediate spaces for individual therapy at Hollywood Mental Health – HIV+ up to 4 or 5 clients. Especially if they have no benefits. 323-769-6168 Chris Bridges. Axis I, PTSD, COD
· Required reports

· HIV Commission [Susan Forrest] joint meeting outcome – Susan stormed out in a fury so can’t tell what happened at the end of the joint HIV Commission/PPC annual planning meeting, but told what happened during the meeting.
· LAC OAPP  [David Whitehead] nothing to add 
· Optional reports

· Drug and Alcohol Task Force: [Susan Forrest, sforrest@bhs-inc.org] Two Spirit | Diagnosing Difference | Network & Nosh
· Hepatitis C Task Force [Barbara Crofford] Barbara is the co-Chair of the Hep C Task Force – there is a Summit at the Cal Endowment on 12/05/11 (Mon). it’s going to be great because there is a new HCV protease inhibitor which doubles the cure rate. Also, most testing has been on monoinfected people, no HIV/HCV coinfected. We need to have that voice at the Summit. Further, there is a physician (Dr Ruane) who is doing Phase II on new treatment which is not interferon-based and it looks like the “cure rate” is 98% But… it’s only phase II. Bad news: not being study for co-infected. Only for tx-naïve people so far.

· 3 times per year (for consumers) “C Retreat”. A 5-hour event holistic even (similar to Plus Seminar); community-building. Contact Barbara or go to Hep C task force website.

· New Business
· Nominations for 2012 co-Chairs all 3 co-Chairs have been on for 3 years, and are thinking about asking folks to self-nominate. If interested, email Susan or co-Chairs with ideas about how you will continue the work (ie: website, presenters etc.) and a vision for the future. Elyse won’t  be available for another year. Want to stick with clinicians, maybe. Ingrid will re-nominate herself. Would like to see people coming from other backgrounds (ie: public health etc.) It’s a good idea to have co-Chairs instead of a single Chair.
· Where you see it going

· How you can contribute

· Plan for the future

· Old business
· Coping with Hope
· Presentation: 
· Announcements 
· Article about hormonal/birth control – a DC study which shows that hormonal birth control doubles risk of contracting HIV by 50%. (ie: injectable hormone). Article shows need for non-hormonal birth control, for example copper IUD.  No theory posited as to why hormones increase risk. Wonder if there is a relationship to high rates of HIV in hormone-injecting transwomen. This is a response to that study.  This is the Lancet abstract
· Truvada PrEP article – impact on behavioral change. What about people who are HIV+ who don’t have access to meds yet here are high risk HIV- people who do have access – ethical/financial issues. PrEP as part of pre/post-test counseling. Hearing about Truvada being sold on the streets? (also hearing about clients selling Vicodin on the streets)
· AIDS Walk is this weekend.
· What’s up with Healthy Way LA and mental health component?  Clients are getting letters saying that they are going to be moved (or not) to a FQHC clinic (may not be HIV-specific). They bring a waiver to their HIV clinic. Is this happening to MH? It’s still up in the air. 25,000 people are now registered and technically have access to MH services – however, there are questions as to how many sessions they can get. MH parity – what does that mean? What about people who can’t be “cured” in 6 sessions (limits to 6 medical primary care visits per year) – all chaotic. At this point clients aren’t being moved yet.
· Adjourn
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